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Changes in the U.S. strategy and military-political activism of the
West
5
О.Приходько
The article considers the changes in the U.S. strategy shaped by its pivot to
Asia-Pacific and their impact on the Alliance policies. The U.S. views on power projection and their implications for NATO’s geopolitical outreach are scrutinized. The
author has come to conclusion that the essence of controversy between “globalists”
and “traditionalists” is rooted in their different perceptions of what the collective
defense (art. 5) commitments mean in today’s world. Resources for further NATO
enlargement in Europe as well as the Alliance security partnership extension beyond European boundaries are thoroughly analyzed. Special attention is paid to the
implications of the ‘Arab awakening’ in the Middle East for the U.S. and the Alliance
policies in the region.
Key words: the United States, strategy, NATO, partners, Asia-Pacific region, the
Middle East.
About the author: PRIKHODKO Oleg Vladimirovich – leading researcher at the Foreign Policy Studies Department, ISCRAN, has Ph.D. degree.
.

Three approaches to the Russian-Chinese relations

23

G. Drobot
The article is devoted to a comparison of three approaches to Russian-Chinese
relations. The first approach is official, in general optimistic, the second – expert
one, where the emphasis is made on the threats towards Russia from China; the
third approach is linked with the assessments of residents of the Far East region of
Russia, who are generally favourable towards China. The article identifies the most
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important milestones of the visit of the President of China in Moscow in March
2013.
Key words: China, Russia, the Chinese threat, the Confucius Institute.
About the author: DROBOT Galina A. – Doctor of Political Science, Professor of the
Faculty of the Global Studies at Lomonosov Moscow State University (MSU).

The relations between Russia and Belarus in the context of the integration development

34

V. Lapidus
In the article considers the problems of the formation the system of relations between Russia and Belarus in the context of concept integration development of the
former Soviet Union.
The author believes that integration policy at the present time moves in the category of strategic foreign policy objectives on the post-soviet area and should be considered as an indicator of development and growth of political, economic and social
national structures, including the Union of Russia and Belarus.
Key words: integration, post-soviet area, the CIS, the Union State, the Russian Federation, Belarus, Kazakhstan, the Customs Union, EurAsEC.
About the author: LAPIDUS Vyacheslav Mikhailovich – the employee of the Fund of
socio-economic relations “Development of the nation”.

Technology management in the Russian political partybuilding

47

V. Shtol, S. Fedorchenko
The authors analyze the modern technologies of the Russian political party formation. Political technologies are considered on the basis of representation of political management as a set of non-violent methods of control. A new classification of
political parties is suggested. Methodologically article takes into account the political and Comparative Approach.
Key words: political management, party-building, political technologies, political
marketing, parties.
About the authors: SHTOL Vladimir Vladimirovich – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Head of church-state relations MIGSU RANHiGS under the President of the
Russian Federation;
FEDORCHENKO Sergey Nikolaevich – Doctor of Political Sciences, Associate Professor of Political Science and Law, Moscow State Regional University (Moscow State
Open University).

Special conditions and their impact on the support forces
Russian national security

59

V. Sereda, N. Shevaleva
The article attempts to reflect possibilities for cooperation between Russia and
Poland based on the common interests to ensure national security for the two countries separately and European region as one.
Key words: special conditions, special conditions typology, classification of emergencies, the state of emergency, the forces of national security.
About the authors: SEREDA Vasily N. – Doctor of Law, Professor;
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SHEVALEVA Natalia V. – Researcher institution.

Turkish Foreign Policy Ideologems: 2002–2012

73

S. Druzhilovski, V. Avatkov
The article highlights the evolution of the foreign policy ideology of Turkey under
the rule of the Justice and Development Party. The author analyzes bilateral relations between Turkey and Russia, United States, EU members, Asian-Pacific countries and Africa. The article investigates the motives and goals of the Turkish foreign
policy in the Greater Middle East metaregion during the Arab spring as a part of the
strategy Turkey pursues on the road to “a hyper-regional power”. The author concludes that Turkish foreign policy ideology is offensive and defines the activism of
the country around the globe.
Key words: Turkey, Justice and Development Party, USA, European integration,
Greater Middle East, regional powers.
About the authors: DRUZHILOVSKI Sergey B. – Moscow State University of International Relations (MGIMO), Oriental Studies Department, Professor, Phd;
AVATKOV Vladimir A. – Moscow State University of International Relations
(MGIMO), Military department and The department of the languages of the Middle
East, lecturer.

The Global Sustainable Electricity Partnership

89

A. Chuvarayan
The article analyzes results of the UN World Summits “Planet Earth” in 1992
and “RIO +20” in 2012 in the framework of international energy partnerships. Since
1990-s the world energy resources market has highly volatiled leading to the development of alternative energy sources/green power as a top priority. Facing new
challenges and threats as energy shortage the world community works out new
mechanisms and international approaches towards this problem. One of these
mechanisms is Global Sustainable Electricity Partnership (GSEP), UN-run energy
partnership platform since 1992 UN “Planet Earth Summit”. Article analyses results
of Russian participation in this organization and provides overview for future collaboration together with top leading world companies.
Key words: energy cooperation, UN Earth Summit, Global Sustainable Electricity
Partnership, sustainable development.
About the author: CHUVARAYAN Alexandra – PhD Candidate Diplomatic Academy of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russian Federation. Senior expert of Strategy and
Innovation Division, JSC “RusHydro”, MSc. University of Blekinge, Sweden.

Banking system and the stock exchange of Sweden

98

A. Prusov
The Swedish bank sector has a very developed structure. All banks operating in
the country are divided into four categories: joint-stock, foreign, savings and cooperative. The market of bank payment services in Sweden is mostly represented by
electronic and mobile transactions made by debit or credit cards. Presence of the
Swedish banks in Russia and Ukraine in 2012 was reduced due to huge credit losses which were approved to the individuals in 2009 – 2010. Stockholm stock exchange dominates the Swedish stock exchange market.
Key words: banking sector, banking services, financial sector, Sweden.
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About the author: PRUSOV Alexander V. – postgraduate of the Diplomatic Academy
of the Russian Foreign Ministry.

The conception of post-industrial and information society

107

V. Zhdanov
The article examines the impact of space exploration on the shift from theories of
post-industrial society to an information one. Analyzing the works of eminent scholars, we can see how ambitious space exploration has played a role in the development of “a new round of evolution” of human society in its transition to the information society, as well as it is connected to the beginning of the space age.
Key words: post-industrial society, the information society, the space age, space
exploration.
About the authors: ZHDANOV Vladislav L. – PhD (Political Science), doctoral candidate, the Institute of philosophy and law of the Urals Branch of Russian Academy of
Science. Work place: Institute of philosophy and law of the Urals Branch of Russian
Academy of Science, senior researcher.

Events and People
The collapse of the operation “Citadel”. On the 70th anniversary
of the defeat of German forces at Kursk
114
A. Tsvetkov
On the basis of documentary material and personal observations of the author
discloses preparation, course and outcome of the Battle of Kursk – the greatest battle of the World War II, outlines findings and lessons generated by this historic
event.
Key words: the Battle of Kursk, battle of Prokhorovka, operation “Citadel”, operation
“Kutuzov”, operation “General Rumyantsev”.
About the author: TSVETKOV Anatoly Isaakovich – participant of the battle of Kursk,
Honored Scientist of the Russian Federation, Doctor of Military Sciences, Professor
of Law University.
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Orthodox Church and the origins of irredentism in Eastern and
South-Eastern Europe

5

M. Paleolog, V. Shtol
The problem of development irredentist maxima in Eastern and South-Eastern
Europe. The authors gives an idea of irredentist maxima established in the Byzantine Empire and determined the further development of the ideas of irredentism in
the Balkans and Russia. The most important feature of irredentism in the Orthodox
world is its close relationship with the Orthodox Church. This feature has led to the
creation of a universal irredentist matrix that allowed the Orthodox people to form
their particular attitude.
Key words: Irredentism, Pax Christiana, Pax Rossica, Ecumenical Christian powers,
authorities Symphony, Moscow – the Third Rome.
About the authors: PALEOLOG M.V. – PhD, docent of the chair of history of state
and law, Moscow state Open University named after V.S. Chernomirdin;
SHTOL Vladimir Vladimirovich – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Head of
church-state relations chair of MIGSU RANHiGS under the President of the Russian
Federation.

Functions and Resources of Civil Society in Russian
Foreign Policy

15

A. Krutko
The paper analyzes functions and resources, of the institutes of the civil society
in the Russian Federation. Special attention is paid to the stages of their activities
in the sphere of foreign policy.
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Key words: civil society, foreign policy functions and resources of non-governmental
organizations, international orientation, the stages of development of specialized
institutes of the Russian civil society.
About the author: KRUTKO Andrei A. – aspirant of Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University,
Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the Kyrgyz Republic.

Venezuela after Hugo Chavez

28

G. Kolarov
The article analyzes the perspectives of preserving the achievements of the Bolivarian Revolution in Venezuela and its geopolitical orientation after the death of
President Hugo Chavez.
Key words: revolution, army, guerrilla, socialism, people, Venezuela.
About the author: KOLAROV Georgi – Candidate of Political Science, PhD Candidate
at the Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia, Lecturer at the Moscow State University and Varna Economic University (Bulgaria).

Russia and Iraqi Oil

45

E. Kasayev
The article deals with the Russian oil companies’ activity in Iraq. The author analyzes the current projects carried out by Lukoil Overseas, Gazprom neft, Bashneft
assessing the possibility of two other Russian players, Rosneft and Zarubezhneft,
entering the market of this Arab state. He also compares the operational conditions
offered to foreign oil concerns by the Iraqi Ministry of Oil and the Kurdistan Regional Government and estimates the risks for a foreign contractor.
Key words: Iraq, Russia, oil, oil companies, investment.
About the author: KASAYEV Eldar O. – an expert on investment in energy sector of
the Middle East and North Africa.

The energy factor in the foreign policy of the Russian
Federation

54

A. Dubrovina
The article analyzes the foreign policy of the Russian Federation in the energy
sector at the present stage of international relations with world powers. The author
aims to identify and summarize the common interests of Russia and the EU, contributing to the strengthening of their cooperation at various levels. The author focuses on the role of energy diplomacy in national interests of Russia.
Key words: international cooperation, energy diplomacy, energy security, energy
resources, geopolitical interests.
About the author: DUBROVINA Anastasiya Sergeevna – postgraduate student, department of international relations, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Russia.

Role of Iran on the world market of hydrocarbons

64

U. Sharipov
In the article the author opposes the Western powers, as consumers, to exporters of hydrocarbons, in particular with the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Key words: hydrocarbons, OPEC, Islamic Republic of Iran, counteraction in the
world market.
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About the author: SHARIPOV Ural Ziatudinovich – professor of the political sciences,
the key scientific employee of the Russian scientific Academy’s Institute of oriental
studies.

The theory of ideological convergence

73

V. Zhdanov
The article describes and analyzes the writings of scholars such as Pitirim Sorokin and Zbigniew Brzezinski and their influence on the formation and development of the theory of convergence of the two world systems, as well as the revival of
the spirit of Russian cosmism. The attention is paid to the fact that it was Sorokin
who played an important role in the birth of the idea of convergence, the basic idea
of which is the joint movement towards each other of both the USSR and the U.S.
Key words: convergence, integralism complementary order technotronical society.
About the author: ZHDANOV Vladislav L. – PhD (Political Science), doctoral candidate, the Institute of philosophy and law of the Urals Branch of Russian Academy of
Science, senior researcher (Institute of philosophy and law of the Urals Branch of
Russian Academy of Science).

Circulation of medicines – an important component of
the U.S. national security strategy

80

V. Malichenko
Recently, medicines have become an important element of national security,
which make a noticeable impact on the economic stability of nations. In this paper,
as an example, the author considers the basic directions and scope of legal regulation of medicines as a tool of U.S. national security.
Key words: circulation of medicines, legal regulation, national security, the U.S.
About the author: MALICHENKO Vladislav S. – post-graduate student of the Department of International Law, MGIMO-University MFA Russia.

Events and People
Security service in Kursk fight

92

A. Tsvetkov
In the article, which is based on the documentary materials and personal observations of the author – the participant of the Kursk fight, the main results of operational and service activity of security service in this greatest battle of the Great Patriotic War and lessons from this historical event are considered.
Key words: security service, SMERSH, Kursk fight, revenge, helpers.
About the author: TSVETKOV Anatoly Isaakovich – the doctor of military sciences,
the professor, the participant of Kursk fight, the honored worker of science of the
Russian Federation, the professor.

Phrygian cap of February and crown of thorns of October

103

P. Marchenya
The article is dedicated to the problem of "senselessness" and "sense" of political
history of Russian Smuta/Revolution from February to October 1917 as the exodus
from "Alien" power to "Native" power. February and October are interpreted as poles
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of the political life of Russia, giving the coordinates of meaning within which the
projective Russian studies are built.
Key words: February 1917, October 1917, masses, mass consciousness, Smuta
(Strife, Time of Trouble), revolution, Russian studies.
About the author: MARCHENYA Pavel P. – candidate of History, associate professor,
deputy head of the department of philosophy of Moscow University of the Ministry
of Interior of Russia; associate professor of Russian State University for the Humanities.

Revolution “inside out”

115

D. Lyukshin
The article is dedicated to the interpretation of the meaning and direction of
peasant interactions in 1917 united in historiography within the framework of
“Communal Revolution”.
Key words: Second Russian smuta (revolt), communal revolution, peasants.
About the author: LYUKSHIN Dmitri I. – Candidate of Science in History (The History
Institute, Kazan (Volga Region) Federal University).
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Pacifism and alternative vision of safety

(16+)
5

V. Shtol, A. Zadokhin
In article various concepts of safety alternative to power approaches are considered. The author notes that development of alternative approaches to the national
and international security is connected with reconsideration of old stereotypes and
emergence of new types of thinking.
Key words: safety, pacifism, gender, political realism, balance of forces, civil society.
About the authors: SHTOL Vladimir Vladimirovich – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Head of church-state relations MIGSU RANHiGS under the President of the
Russian Federation;
ZADOKHIN A.G. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor of the Diplomatic MFA of
Russia academy.

Internal security of the population of Russia

19

V. Egorov, D. Gibizov
The authors of the article suggest the original technique of definition of quantitative indicators of «internal» security of the population of Russia. Available methods
of risk assessment consider an important component of human security – a reflection of a complex of factors, of which it is composed, in the public consciousness.
Key words: homeland security, human security, quantitative security objective assessment of security, public safety reflection.
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About the authors: EGOROV Vladimir G. – doctor of historical Sciences, Professor,
Deputy Director of the CIS Institute, head of the Department of political science and
law Moscow Regional State University (МSRU);
GIBIZOV Dmitry Dmitry V. – graduate of Moscow Regional State University (МSRU).

Europe's mission in the development of human civilization

30

A. Gusev
The article is devoted to the ideological aspects of European civilization in the
historical context and at the present stage. According to the author the key aspects
that contribute to the originality of the European civilization were the economic,
cultural and religious processes in the different historical periods. The author allocated the main elements underlying the European ideological concept.
Key words: civilization, Europe's Mission, the European Union, the reformation, the
absolute monarchy, Renaissance, “Renaissance”, New time, Catholicism, Calvinism,
Anglican.
About the author: GUSEV Alexander Anatolyevich – Doctor of political Sciences, Professor, Head of the Center for strategic development of the CIS, chief researcher,
Institute of Europe, RAS.

Megalopolises as subjects of policy: history and current state

48

I. Fedyakin
In article preconditions of transformation of megalopolises in subjects of political
processes of various levels are considered. The main tendencies of transformation of
a political role of the large cities during their historical development are considered.
Key words: emergence and development of the cities, megalopolises, political subjects, urbanization.
About the author: FEDYAKIN Ivan V. – PhD of Political Sciences.

Romania's claims to Bessarabia in the historical and legal
framework

57

I. Shyshkin
The article addresses the issue of Romania's claims over Bessarabia. On the basis of the documentary files the collapse of the unionist politics of Bucharest confirmed from the point of view of international law. Also shown the failure of numerous appeals of Romania to historic law.
Key words: Bessarabia, Great Romania, Great Domestic war, Moldova.
About the author: SHYSHKIN Igor S. – Deputy Director of the Institute for CIS countries.

From Military Doctrine – to the Doctrine of security and
defence of Ukraine

65

A. Kuzmuk
In the article the author discloses the notion of military doctrine, associating it
with such notions as military politics and military security. The author also points
out to the guidelines that shape military doctrine as well as to the necessity of doctrine renovation as far as the modern Ukraine is concerned. In this connection a
number of documents are analyzed in the article in order to reveal the evolution of
the Ukraine’s military doctrine. The author comes to the conclusion that it’s possible to transform military doctrine into the doctrine of security and defence.
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Key words: strategic bulletin, military organization, security and defence sector,
doctrine.
About the author: KUZMUK A. I. – General of the Army of Ukraine, Candidate of Military Sciences, People's Deputy of Ukraine, Kiev.

Tajikistan has been going away…

77

O. Leonova
The article is written on the base of the Tajik’s press monitoring, asiaplus.tj internet portal, author’s personal impressions and interviews during her business trip
to Tajikistan. The author describes the social and economic situation and political
process in the country, analyses its foreign policy and the difficulties of relationships between Russia and Tajikistan. She makes a forecast of their probable further
development.
Key words: Russia, Tajikistan, migration, Customs union.
About the author: LEONOVA Olga G. – Doctor of Political Science, Professor of Global Studies Department of Moscow State University.

Sino- Tajikistan economic cooperation: following
Tajikistan President E. Rakhmons state visit to China

91

R. Alimov
The Author analyses cooperation between Tajikistan and China in different
spheres of economic activities, demonstrating concrete examples the effectiveness of
interaction of two states.
Key words: RT and PRC (China), Shanghai Cooperation Organization, strategic
partnership, the economic cooperation.
About the author: ALIMOV Rashid K. – Candidate of Sociological Sciences; Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the Republic of Tajikistan in PRC, Honorary Professor of China University of International Cooperation; Prize Recipient
“Silk Road-Humanitarian Cooperation” (Beijing, 2012).

New look on abnormal phenomena in the light of fine field
concept in natural science

101

V. Nekrasov, M. Plyashkevich
The article presents the discoveries which enlarge the up-to-date views on: the
biosphere’s structure; the unexplained phenomena, which seem not to be linked
one with another but actually appear to be regular natural processes in the nature
submitting to general laws of the Universe. In the course of the new knowledge the
answers to the questions relating to natural factors responsible for so to say “abnormal phenomena” are obtained, such as: “circles on fields”; ball lightning; appearance of UFO; areas of water and air vessels’ disappearance (as “Bermudian triangle”); fluorescent circles on water and so on. Presented are the mechanisms responsible for hurricanes and typhoons’ origin, volcanos’ eruption. Besides the reasons for existence of special rhythmic of the abnormal phenomena stated in the article are given.
Key words: biospherical pathogenic areas, rhythms of biospherical dissymmetry’s
change, abnormal phenomena, circles on fields, ball lightning, swarms of animals,
weather on the Earth.
About the authors: NEKRASOV Vladimir A. – Prof., Doctor of Biology, Academician of
RANS, RAMTS, EANS, President of NP “MATEZ”;
8/2013

ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER

3

PLYASHKEVICH Mira L. – engineer, medical physicist, researcher, scientific secretary NP “MATEZ”.

The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian
Federation as the actor of the extra-parliamentary legislative
process

109

I. Klimov
The article is devoted to the legislative activity of the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of the Russian Federation. Particular attention is given to clarify the status
of the RF CCI as the actor of the extra-parliamentary legislative process.
Key words: Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation (RF
CCI), law-making, legislative process.
About the author: KLIMOV Igor I. – PhD student, Department of political sciences,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences Peoples’ Friendship University of Russian.

IFC in Moscow: economic necessity or ideological project of the
Government?
120
M. Lobanova
The article is devoted to one of the most popular topics - the international financial center creation in Moscow. The paper questioned Moscow's readiness to take on
this important function in the near future, and revealed why this project is so attractive to the government and the most of political parties. Also the Financial Center’s place in innovation strategy of the Russian Government is considered.
Key words: International Financial Center (IFC), global financial services industry,
banking, assets, clearing, mortgages, metropolis.
About the author: LOBANOVA Maria Levanovna – student of the faculty ‘Sociology
and political science’ of the Financial University under the Government of the Russian Federation.
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Non-State Actions in International Relations: definition, political
activity, and typology
5
P. Tsygankov
The article analyzes the issue of non-state actors (NSА), causes of their proliferation, diversity, and political influence.
Key words: non-state actors, non-governmental organizations, N’s role in international relations.
About the author: TSYGANKOV Pavel A. – PhD, professor, Department of Political
Science, Moscow State University.

Eurasian Integration and Russia’s Civilizational Space

18

E. Ponomareva, G. Rudov
Departing from the existing concepts and models of integration, the authors offer
their vision of the causes and possible consequences of integration processes in the
Eurasian continent. Particular attention is paid to the conceptualization of concepts
such as “Russia's civilizational space” and geopolitical “matryoshka”. One of the
main conclusions of the authors is the interdependence of the processes of Eurasian integration and consolidation of Russia's civilizational space.
Key words: Russia, the Eurasian Integration, the Eurasian Union, Globalization,
World Politics.
About the authors: PONOMAREVA Elena – doctor of political science, professor of
Comparative Politics Department of MGIMO, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation;
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RUDOV Georgij – doctor of political science, professor, Diplomatic Academy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

The regional integration through the prism of their
conditions and factors

31

A. Bagaeva
The author examines the relationship of conditions and factors of regional integration processes as a universal mechanism to facilitate the transfer of regional integration from the idea stage to the implementation stage through the consolidation
of the public interest and political accordance.
Key words: region, integration, society, political interests.
About the author: BAGAEVA Alisa Valerievna – a Senior Lecturer at the Department
of Sociology of International relations, Sociological Faculty of Lomonosov Moscow
State University.

Terrorism and Counter-terrorism in contemporary Russia. An
Example of the Northern-Caucasus Region

39

V. Zhuravel
The article analyses the issues of terrorism and counter-terrorist activity in the
Russian Federation (through the example of the Northern Caucasus region) during
the last ten years from the view-point of strengthening the national security of the
State. Basing on a large volume of statistical data the author shows the emergence
of terrorism in the country and measures taken for its considerable localization.
Key words: Terrorism, Northern Caucasus, the National Anti-terrorist Committee,
the national security.
About the author: ZHURAVEL Valery – Col. (Ret.), Doctor of teaching sciences, assistant professor, winner of the All-Russia award “Journalists against terror” 2008,
2011.

Common Security and Defence Policy of the European Union
After Lisbon

49

V. Tsykalo, O. Shakirov
The article discusses the development of the European Union’s Common Security and Defence Policy in the post-Lisbon period. It focuses on the basic directions of
this policy, the CSDP development trends, as well as the problematic issues of this
process. Authors made a number of conclusions about civil and military capability
development of the European Union in the framework of CSDP, as well as prospects
of EU-Russia cooperation in this field.
Key words: The European Union, CSDP, the Lisbon Treaty, battle groups, «Pooling
and Sharing», NATO, Russia.
About the authors: TSYKALO Vladislav Vitalievich – senior researcher at the Center
for Euroatlantic Studies and International Security, Diplomatic Academy, MFA of
Russia, has Ph.D. degree;
SHAKIROV Oleg Igorevich – postgraduate at the Diplomatic Academy, MFA of Russia.

Washington’s Arctic ambitions

59

V. Konyshev, A. Sergunin
2

ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER

9/2013

This article examines a new Barak Obama’s Arctic strategy that was adopted in
May 2013. Its similarities and dissimilarities with George Bush’s, Jr. Arctic doctrine
are identified. This study arrives at a conclusion that despite some innovations,
such as an emphasis on the need for regional cooperation and the ‘soft’ security
problematique, the new strategy is mainly of declaratory character and cannot be
considered as a real ‘breakthrough’ in the U.S. Arctic policy.
Key words: U.S. Arctic strategy, international cooperation in the Arctic.
About the authors: KONYSHEV Valery – is Professor of the Department of International Relations Theory & History, School of International Relations, St. Petersburg
State University;
SERGUNIN Alexander – is Professor of the Department of International Relations
Theory & History, School of International Relations, St. Petersburg State University.

Military-political partners of USA on Caucasus and
Central Asia

68

A. Tsiganok, O. Dmitrashchenko
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, United States began to pursue an active
policy of rapprochement with the states of Caucasus and Central Asia. The main
purpose of the United States is a ready access to energy resources, so they rapidly
emerge and develop partnerships with Caucasian and Central Asian states, carry
out financial support to governments, organize joint exercises and open military
representations. The presented article is devoted to the analysis of relationship and
prospects of its development.
Key words: USA, Caucasus, Central Asia, Major non NATO ally.
About the authors: TSIGANOK Anatoly – Ph.D in Military Sciences, a corresponding
member of the Academy of Military Sciences, director of the Military Forecasting
Center, associate professor of international politics faculty, Lomonosov Moscow
State University;
DMITRASHCHENKO Olga – the competitor for the title of Ph.D. in Political Science,
International Security department member of the Moscow State University, international politics faculty.

The investment component of fuel and energy sector of
the Russian economy

78

A. Skorochkin
Increasing interaction of global and national economic system processes creates
many challenges for the world`s leading positions contenders, including Russia as
well. This article deals with analysis of the investments role as a technological
transformation driver as a catalyst of the knowledge-intensive growth factors formation. Analysis is performed in the context of the necessity of the innovative prerequisites creation for strengthening the competitive position of Russia in world energy markets.
Key words: energy security, investments, fuel and energy complex, energy markets,
innovations, oil refining, the European Union; Asia-Pacific Region.
About the author: SKOROCHKIN Alexander A. – 3-rd year graduate student of the
Diplomatic academy of The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

The emergence of India as a regional

88

T. Parshina
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The article deals with the regional power as a category of global political studies
and assesses the potential of India as a regional power. Conclusions are based on
such criteria as belonging to the economic, political, military and civilizational
poles, and on the other criteria. The author of the article makes an attempt to identify traits that contribute to the transformation of the country in a regional power,
and obstacles to the formation of her in that capacity.
Key words: regional power, India, pole of the global world.
About the author: PARSHINA Tatyana – a student of the Faculty of Global Studies of
Moscow State University named by M.V.Lomonosov.

Investment cooperation between Russia and Vietnam.
Current status, problems and prospects

98

K. Karapetyan
Vietnam in recent years has become one of the most attractive countries for foreign investment. Russia currently accounts for more than 80 years of investment
projects in Vietnam with a registered capital of nearly U.S. $ 1 billion. The priority
and the most promising area of cooperation between the two countries remains the
fuel and energy complex, in the first place – the oil and gas production and power
generation.
Key words: Vietnam, Russia, economic cooperation, trade, investment.
About the author: KARAPETYAN Karo S. – postgraduate of the Diplomatic Academy
of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

International relations and Art

108

V. Shtol
Every year view of nature of international relations is becoming clearer, fills with
new colors by adding new sources. In 1970-s the time to such sources has come as
a result of a birth of the such humanitarian discipline as geopoetics, that added the
artwork to the base of international relations studies. Analyzed in conjunction with
traditional sources of the study of international relations, they give a picture of the
world, which explains the nature of many conflicts and find the tools to resolve
them.
Key words: international relations, geopoetics, geopolitics, art, cultural diplomacy,
“soft power”.
About the author: SHTOL Vladimir Vladimirovich – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Head of church-state relations chair of MIGSU RANHiGS under the President
of the Russian Federation.

Events and People
Willy Brandt and Russia

115

V. Vasilyev
The article deals with specific political aspects of the foreign policy line pursued
by Willy Brandt, the FRG chancellor, the Chairman of the Social Democratic Party
of Germany (SPD), the Chairman of the Socialist International, toward Russia. The
author gives prominence to the key role played by Willy Brandt in shaping and implementing the policy of détente in international relations and the new “Ostpolitik”
by the SPD toward the USSR/Russia. Particular place is assigned to the issues of
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sustaining and developing the principles of Willy Brandt’s policy by the contemporary German social democracy.
Key words: Willy Brandt, “Ostpolitik”, the Moscow Treaty, “Willy Brandt’s political
grandchildren”, modernization project, “far-sighted” foreign policy by the SPD.
About the author: VASILYEV Viktor Ivanovich – Dr. of Political Science, Acting Senior Researcher, Department of European Political Studies, the Institute of World
Economy and International Relations of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

9/2013

ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER

5

ISSN 2074–2975

OCTOBER 2013 No 10 (285)

SCIENTIFICALLY-ANALYTICAL MAGAZINE
It is published since 1992

Contents
Under red guelder-roses (Poem)

(16+)
5

A. Tsvetkov
About the author: TSVETKOV Anatoly Isaakovich – the doctor of military sciences,
the professor, the honored worker of science of the Russian Federation.

The Deadlocks of Ethnic Federalism

6

V. Avksentiev, V. Vassilchenko
The results of the analysis of ethnic problems in modern Russia in the context of
the federal structure of the state are presented in the paper. It is shown that one of
the main conflict generating factors is the ethnic component of federalism. Alternative variants of state-territorial organization of Russia are discussed and conclusion
is made that transition to a unitary state with national-territorial autonomies is a
promising way.
Key words: federalism, ethnicity, politicization of ethnicity, territorial autonomy,
national and cultural autonomy.
About the authors: AVKSENTIEV Victor A. – PhD, Director of Institute for SocioEconomic Studies and Humanities of Southern Scientific Center of RAS;
VASSILCHENKO Valery A. – Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, Associate Professor of the North-Caucasian Federal University.

National security and its environment

16

A. Borshch
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Departing from the existing concepts and models of integration, the authors offer
their vision of the causes and possible consequences of integration processes in the
Eurasian continent. Particular attention is paid to the conceptualization of concepts
such as “Russia's civilizational space” and geopolitical “matryoshka”. One of the
main conclusions of the authors is the interdependence of the processes of Eurasian integration and consolidation of Russia's civilizational space.
Key words: national security environment, its elements, the legitimate activities of a
revolutionary struggle, guerrilla (national liberation) movement.
About the author: BORSHCH Alexander Alexandrovich – candidate of legal sciences.

Political technologies and energy diplomacy: some issues of theory and practice

24

A. Tekeev
Energy diplomacy in the circumstances of globalization and the intensification of
competition in world energy markets goes far beyond the scope of classical state
diplomacy. A successful realization of energy policy of a country like Russia depends not only on having the largest world resources, but first and foremost on a
considered and complex use of political technologies. The article pays its main attention to such technologies as PR, image-making, branding, negotiations and the
role of latest Internet communications, i.e. social networks and blogosphere, in the
promotion of energy companies’ interests.
Key words: energy diplomacy, energy security, political technologies.
About the author: TEKEEV Azamat Ruslanovich – postgraduate student of Political
Theory of the Faculty of Political Science of Moscow State Institute of International
Relations (University).

The culture at the service of the France’s foreign policy

38

S. Kossenko
In the article some relevant aspects of the French cultural policy are considered
in the light of the France’s “soft power”. The traditionally important place of the cultural diplomacy is emphasized as part of the France’s efforts aimed to preserve its
influence in the world affairs despite of globalization.
Key words: cultural policy, diplomacy of influence, “soft power”, France.
About the author: KOSSENKO Sergey – PhD, Honorary Vice-Consul of the Russian
Federation in Lausanne (Switzerland).

Credit and banking policy of Russia in the world financial
and economic crisis

51

E. Illarionova
The article is aimed to analyze the reasons of the world financial and economic
crisis, its consequences for Russia and factors that determined its impact (depth
and severity) for our country. The article addresses anti-crisis measures that are
being taken by Russia, their role in the process of recovery, assessment of such
measures, as well as approaches to modernization/upgrade of the banking system
in anticipation of the new wave of recession.
Key words: financial and economic crisis, mortgage loans, anti-crisis measures,
anti-inflation measures.
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About the author: ILLARIONOVA Elena Vladimirovna – PhD, Associate professor of
the Chair of philosophy and humanities Moscow State University of Economics, Statistics and Informatics.

The certain rights of non-citizens in international law

59

A. Abashidze, A. Solntsev
The article analyzes the international legal status of a special category of individuals – non-citizens. Based on the analysis of international legal acts and practices, the article substantiates the thesis that the State has obligations to protect the
rights of non-citizens.
Key words: international law, human rights, non-citizen, refugee, migrants.
About the authors: ABASHIDZE Aslan – Head of the Department of International
Law, Vice-Chair of the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, Doctor of Law, Professor;
SOLNTSEV Alexander M. – Associate Professor, Ph.D., Deputy Head of Department
of International Law PFUR.

Gender factor in the Russian policy

64

T. Burlak
The article considers the problem of current interest for many countries of the
world which is the issue of gender equality in politics. It also analyses the situation
in this sphere in modern Russia.
Key words: gender inequality, mentality, gender quotas, gender disbalance, gender
education.
About the authors: BURLAK Tatiana. A. – senior lecturer of the Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia, postgraduate student of the Academy.

Formation of financial support mechanism of educational
services in Russia. Methodology aspect

71

I. Fedorova
In the article there are aspects of formation and improvement of financial mechanism of educational services in Russia. There is a research of methodological approaches and features of formation and efficiency of using it in the conditions of
transferring to budgeting orienting to the results.
Key words: educational services, educational vouchers, normative financing per
person, subsidies for the execution of state exercises.
About the author: FEDOROVA Irina Yu. – PhD (Economics), Associate Professor of,
State and municipal finance department, Finance university under the Government
of Russian Federation.

Investment climate in Sweden and perspectives of the
Russian-Swedish cooperation in the investments sphere

87

A. Prusov
The Swedish legislation practically doesn’t set any restrictions on direct foreign
investments, including real estate and other types of property. As for the structure
of the Swedish investments in Russia, their dominating positions in terms of branch
breakdown are limited to manufacturing activity and investments in the spheres of
finance, transport and communication, as well as real estate transactions and the
10/2013
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services associated with them. At the same time, the Russian investments volume
in Sweden still remains at an extremely low level.
Key words: Sweden, investment convenience level, direct foreign investments.
About the author: PRUSOV Alexander V. – postgraduate of the Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Events and People
Failure of the operation «Long Jump»

96

A. Tsvetkov
On the basis of documentary materials and meetings of the author with some of
the participants of the events, the article reveals the failure of German intelligence
terrorist operation "Long Jump" to eliminate the heads of the "Big Three" - Stalin,
Roosevelt and Churchill at the Tehran Conference in late 1943.
Key words: catastrophe, the Allied Powers, the Tehran Conference, Stalin, Roosevelt, Churchill, residency.
About the author: TSVETKOV Anatoly Isaakovich – the doctor of military sciences,
the professor, the honored worker of science of the Russian Federation.

Crete of 19th century in reports of Russian diplomats

102

V. Zanina
The article is devoted to the analyze of the permanently unstable social, political
and economic situation in the Ottoman Crete in the 19th century, represented by
the Russian diplomats, with special attention to the island due to its attractive geostrategic location in the center of all trade and military routes of the Mediterranean.
The ineffectiveness of the central policy in controlling the local authorities’ activity
in interethnic and religious affairs led to the demise of the Ottoman Empire.
The relevance of the subject concerning aspects of the Russian presence in the
Mediterranean area, taking as an example the Russian Consulate mission on Crete,
is referring to plans of the present Russia for increasing its presence in the Mediterranean.
Key words: Russian Consulate on Crete, Ottoman politics, governor and law-courts
on Crete, Cretan insurrections, Russian fleet.
About the author: ZANINA Valeria A. – Third Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Russian Federation; in 2008–2009 – attach of the Russian Embassy in Athens.

Duel of emperors. The relationship of Alexander I and
Napoleon Bonaparte

115

S. Rybakov
In 2013 it is the 200th anniversary since the beginning of the foreign campaign of
the Russian army, which led to the liberation of Central and Western Europe from
the power of Napoleon Bonaparte. Those events reflected not only the military power
of Russia, but also the scale of the personality of the Russian Emperor Alexander I
who put an end to the conquests of Napoleon, and thus played a special role in the
fate of European nations.
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Key words: Russian-French relations, Napoleon Bonaparte, Alexander I, the Napoleonic wars, anti-French coalition, the Patriotic War of 1812, foreign campaign of
the Russian army, the Holy Alliance.
About the author: RYBAKOV Sergey Vladimirovich – the doctor of historical sciences,
the professor of the Ural federal university (Yekaterinburg).

R.W. Seton-Watson and the historical fate of Austria-Hungary
in 1914: the evolution of views of the Scottish intellectuals
133
A. Noskov
R.W. Seton-Watson – Scottish balkanist, slavicist, historian of the first half of
the XX century, was one of those European intellectuals who influenced public
opinion in Britain. Before 1914 he believed in the importance of Austria-Hungary
for maintaining the balance of power in Europe. At the beginning of the First World
War, he took the unappeasable position that rejects the multinational AustroHungarian and did everything to destroy this country and give freedom to his Slavic
peoples.
Key words: R.W. Seton-Watson, Pan-Slavism, military propaganda, the First World
War, magyarization, Austria-Hungary.
About the author: NOSKOV Andrey Valerievich – Tambov State University named
after G.R. Derzhavin. Post-graduate Student, History Department.
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Economic interests of Russia and Ukraine

(16+)
6

A. Migranyan
Economic interests of Russia and Ukraine which the countries it is obvious
and/or reserved are investigated show in the mutual trade and economic and sociopolitical relations. Interest causes existence of opportunities of direct satisfaction of
mutual interests of the countries, considering the economic capacity of both states.
It is thus revealed what exactly the political background of the relations more often
is represented as the economic contradictions constraining integration rapprochement of Russia and Ukraine.
Key words: Eurasian integration, Russian-Ukrainian relations.
About the author: MIGRANYAN Aza Ashotovna – Doctor of Economics, professor,
head of the laboratory “Problems of interregional development” Institute of problems
of the market Russian Academy of Sciences.

The identity bases of Post-Soviet political regimes

14

V. Egorov
The article presents the author's vision of the content and direction of regime
transformation of the newly independent states, which in many aspects does not
coincide with the traditional point of view on the prospects of Post-Soviet political
modernization.
Key words: political regimes, the Post-Soviet space, democratization, modern trends
of social and political development.
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About the author: Egorov Vladimir G. – doctor of historical sciences, professor, deputy director of the Institute of CIS, Head of Department of Political Science and Law,
Moscow State Regional University.

Eastern European Integration impulses

38

A. Bagaeva
This paper discusses the Eastern European co-operation projects, which in contrast to the Western European model has not receive the integration character. It
also analyzes the successes and failures of various formats of regional cooperation
in Eastern Europe, which led to the fact that the region has gone out of the way of
its self-integration, and made it in the framework of the European Union.
Key words: Little Entente, the Baltic Entente, the Balkan-Danubian Federation, The
Weimar Triangle, the Visegrad Four, the GUAM, Eastern Europe.
About the author: BAGAEVA Alisa Valerievna – Senior Lecturer at the Department of
Sociology of International relations, Sociological Faculty of Lomonosov Moscow
State University. She holds Degree of Candidate of Sciences (PhD) in Sociology from
St. Petersburg State University and Degree of Master of Science (MSc) from The
London School of Economics and Political Science, University of London.

Human capital in Baltics. Reality and visibility

46

V. Olenchenko
In the Baltic region the topic of human capital has been quiet actively discussed
in different socials classes. In spite of territorial integrity and mutual history, Baltic
approaches to human capital differ conceptually. At the same time Baltics undertake efforts to find common platform in the field of human capital.
But hardship arises since the present internationally recognized human capital
indexes turned out to be distant to substance. More over in some cases these indexes misinform experts because they are pretentious and have no practical use.
Global crises of 2008–2009 generated a need of adjustment of human capital indexes to modern world social and economic reality and possible creation of additional indices.
Key words: human capital, Baltic Countries, education, emigration, index of human
capital, function conditions of human capital.
About the author: OLENCHENKO Vladimir A. – PhD in law, senior researcher, Center for European Research of Institute of World Economy and International Relations Russian Academy of Science.

The religious background of the Middle East conflict

54

A. Zadokhin
This article examines the origins of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the context
of European history and the history of Christianity.
Key words: conflict, the Christian religion, Zionism, emancipation, security.
About the author: ZADOKHIN Aleksandr G. – Professor of Diplomatic Academy of the
MFA of Russia.

Egypt After the 2011’s Revolution

60

M. Vidyassova
The first part of the article treats political developments in Egypt starting from
January 25, 2011 until the middle of June, 2013. Its main issues: acute collusions
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between secular forces and those that represent different patterns of Islamist’s
movement, the army’s role in the course of this turbulent period.
Key words: revolution, revolt, mob, protests, Islamists, army.
About the author: VIDYASSOVA Maria F. – doctor Es Science (History), professor,
Head of the Chair "Oriental Politics", Institute of Asian and African Countries, M.V.
Lomonossov Moscow State University.

International energy conflicts in modern world

70

A. Chuvarayan
Article deals with a background of energy conflicts in the international relations.
It highlights the reasons why energy conflicts escalate from political crises to military action, and why modern diplomacy is unable to prevent or resolve energy conflicts by diplomatic means. What political processes catalyze resolution of conflicts
as military actions? What are the reasons that UN proves in some cases helpless
facing NATO decisions on preventive actions?.
Key words: international energy conflict, energy security, responsibility to protect,
NATO preventive diplomacy.
About the author: CHUVARAYAN Alexandra A. – PhD Candidate Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russian Federation.

The toponymy of harmony and conflict in international
relations

81

L. Ternovaya
This paper shows how the toponyms can facilitate reading of the history of the
state, its understanding of itself and its relations with its neighbors. We can see the
origins of the toponyms due to their historical homeland. Toponymic changes accompany the revolutions and wars, the collapse of colonial order. The toponyms
reflect the national ideals and in the global world are the signs of international consensus on the key issues.
Key words: toponym, conflict, consensus, the revolution, the territorial dispute.
About the author: TERNOVAYA Ludmila O. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Department of Sociology and Management MADI.

Improvement of financial support mechanism for
educational services

95

I. Fedorova, S. Kruten
The article deals with the main changes of organizational mechanism of financial
maintenance in the educational sphere in the conditions of adaptation to the new
models oriented to the results. There are proposals of new financial instruments of
rational using of state finance.
Key words: educational services, state exercises, financial normative, steps of budgetary financing.
About the authors: FEDOROVA Irina Yu. – PhD (Economics), Associate Professor of
State and municipal finance department, Finance university under the Government
of Russian Federation;
KRUTEN Stanislav A. – graduate student of the Russian Academy of Business.
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Trends of «Authority» Phenomenon’s Development in
the Modern Era

105

T. Novachenko
The article defines tendencies of development of the prestige of a leader in the
era of Modern, which in accordance with the theory of the cyclical refers to the involutional period. Within its framework producing the observed properties of sociopsychological complex, which are typical for the individual and the society, namely:
universalism, pointlessness, invariance, the dominance of material values.
Key words: Аuthority, social cycle, involutional period, Modern era.
About the author: NOVACHENKO Tatyana V. – D-r of Philosophy, PhD candidate
department of state policy and control the political processes of the National academy of public administration under the President of Ukraine.

Global public goods: from the particular to the general

112

D. Mukhamadieva
The article gives a short insight into the concept of global public goods, their
formation and the impact on the life of the world community.
Key words: public goods, quality of the health of the population, educational system, environment, economic growth, welfare.
About the author: MUKHAMADIEVA Dinara Nazifovna – lecturer of the Applied Economics, aspirant, MGIMO University.

Events and People
French policy conducted by N. Sarkozy (2007–2012)

118

M. Panyuzheva
The article considers the peculiarities of French multifaceted foreign policy conducted by N. Sarkozy during 2007–2012. The numerous initiatives are analysed and
the evolution of French foreign policy strategy is shown under the conditions of
globalization and sweeping changes in international relations. The prognoses of F.
Hollande’s policy are made on the basis of the conclusions.
Key words: French, Sarkozy, Hollande, gaullism.
About the author: PANYUZHEVA Marina M. – a PhD student of the Faculty of International Relations of Nizhniy Novgorod Lobachevskiy State University.

Diplomatic service of Norway at the beginning of WWII

128

M. Zubov
On the basis of the available historical sources the author of the article endeavours to cover the activities of the Norwegian diplomatic service in the first years of
the Second World War (WWII), highlighting the important elements of the development of Soviet-Norwegian relations of the period.
Key words: Norwegian diplomatic service, the Second World War, Soviet-Norwegian
relations.
About the author: ZUBOV M. G. – Head of Section, the Russian MFA.
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A. Tsvetkov
Radiation accidents as a source of threat to national
security

6

V. Klyachin
The article reveals the essence of radiation accidents at nuclear power facilities
as a threat to Russia’s national security. The analysis of a modern research methodology status in this sphere is provided.
Key words: accident, radiation, radiation security, nuclear electric power station.
About the author: KLYACHIN Vyacheslav Matveevich – candidate of engineering.

The relations between Russia, China and EU in the energy
sector

15

A. Dubrovina
This article is written about relations between Russia, EU and China in context
of the Concept of Russian foreign policy and G-20 summit in Saint Petersburg
2013. The author analyzes the foreign policy of Russia in the energy sector with EU
and China.
Key words: Russia, European Union, China, energy partnership, energy security.
About the author: DUBROVINA Anastasia Sergeevna – postgraduate student of the
Diplomatic Academy of Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Constitutional foundations of Russia’s policy in the
humanitarian field
12/2013
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24
1

Z. Omarova
The paper draws attention to the consideration of constitutional and other legal
provisions governing the protection of the rights and freedoms of compatriots
abroad. It also substantiates the idea that the existence of dual citizenship does not
solve the problem of the protection of persons with dual citizenship on the territory
of one of the two States.
Key words: Constitution of Russia, foreign nationals, compatriots abroad, dual citizenship, Russian diaspora.
About the author: OMAROVA Zuhra Musalimovna – PhD in Political Science.

Gender aspects of the theory of the welfare state

30

M. Melanin
The main objective of the welfare state is mitigation of social and particularly
gender inequalities. The article shows the complexity of gender issues and their relevance associated with the vector of development of the welfare state.
Key words: welfare state, gender, feminism, social inequality.
About the author: MELANIN Mikhail Igorevich – post-graduate student of the Moscow State Regional University.

Integration and disintegration trends in the CIS

39

A. Zhusupov
The article presents a retrospective analysis of the processes that have unfolded
since the collapse of the USSR, the tendencies of political relations between the
state-members of the CIS.
Key words: CIS, regional security, customs union, Common economic space, Eurasian economic community.
About the author: ZHUSSUPOV Altynbek Sagitdganovich – Competitor of the
department of political science at Moscow state humanitarian university named
after M.A. Sholokhov.

Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative: From
Declaration to Organization?

48

V. Blishchenko
The article deals with the emergence of Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) and its transformation from a political declaration to the new international organization. Contains analysis of EITI objectives, initiators, sponsors and
members.
Key words: Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI), international law,
international organizations.
About the author: BLISHCHENKO Varvara I. – LLD, Assistant Professor, Chair of
International Law, People’s Friendship University of Russia, Moscow.

Political risks in energy sector: objects of risk analysis

55

E. Golovkina
The article covers the political risk evaluation problems when stakeholders make
a decision concerning strategic investments in energy sector. Theories of making
decision process are briefly described. Key factors that influence on investors and
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other interested parties are depicted below. In addition the article presents classification of risks in general and political risks in details. Special focus was made on
political risk modeling and different approaches in order to measure this group of
risks in oil and gas industry.
Key words: political risk, decision making process, energy sector, scenario analysis.
About the author: GOLOVKINA Ekaterina Yu. – Graduate Student Department of
“Political Science” Financial University under the Government of the Russian Federation.

And from afar long there’s flowed the river Volga…
About the veritable cost of the Volga hydropower and
river transportation

64

B. Gabaraev, S. Lutovinov
The Volga reservoirs ensure the operation of eight hydropower stations, the navigation on the Volga, the regulation of the Volga’s water flow and the irrigation of
farm lands.
Both the supporters and opponents of the Volga reservoirs believe it a toppriority task to keep the dams of these reservoirs safe. Reinforcing and retrofitting
the dams will require a multibillion-ruble funding, while the cost of eliminating the
aftermath of a disastrous accident with the dam break will be still greater.
Key words: Volga, hydropower stations, reservoirs, dams, submergence, safety, disastrous accidents, compensative expenditures.
About the authors: GABARAEV Boris A. – Doctor of engineering, Distinguished Power Engineer of Russian Federation;
LUTOVINOV Sergey Z. – Candidate of engineering.

Russian Orthodox Church’s geopolitical mission in the
first half of the XXth century

73

A. Klimenko
The article reveals the geopolitical aspect of the Russian Orthodox Church’s activity in the first half of the XXth century. The history of the medieval Russia and the
fall of the Byzantium point out that the Church was at the wellsprings of Russia’s
first geopolitical conception. This helps to analyze the further development of Russia.
According to the article the year 1917 turns out to be the logical consequence of
the spiritual crisis of the Russian nationhood and the Church. Vice versa, after the
revolution, especially during the Great Patriotic war, the Church linked the geopolitical and spiritual aspects of its activity that revealed its great potential and led Joseph Stalin to a decision to use interchurch relations for the realization of a new
geopolitical project of unprecedented scale.
Key words: geopolitics, Russian Orthodox Church, the Third Rome, revolution, the
USSR.
About the author: KLIMENKO Anna N. – graduate student of the Moscow State Linguistic University, Department of Theory and History of International Relations.

International Financial Centers foundation: the GCC Case

80

E. Biryukov
12/2013
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The article considers history, legal regime, features of 5 financial centers of the
GCC states – Dubai, Doha, Manama, Riyadh, Abu-Dhabi. It is shown that creation
of financial centers is one of the directions of economic diversification. Recommendations for Russia are given.
Key words: GCC, international financial center, Dubai, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia.
About the author: BIRYUKOV Evgeny S. – PhD in Economics, associate professor of
the International Economic Relations and External Economic Relations of Russia
Department of MGIMO-University of the MFA of Russia, managing director of
MGIMO Endowment Fund.

Austrian Identity and European Integration

98

V. Vasilyev
The article analyzes historical and political aspects of shaping Austrian identity
and defines its central features. It deals with the issues of Austria’s interaction with
the European Union, the maintenance of Austrian identity in the context of the
world economic and financial crisis, the crisis in the Euro zone, the problems of the
influence that European skepticism exerts of the nation’s party and political landscape.
Key words: Austrian identity, the Austrian State Treaty, neutrality, the European
Union, the crisis in the Euro zone, Austria’s Europeanism, partnership between
Russia and Austria.
About the author: VASILYEV Viktor Ivanovich – Dr. of Political Science, Senior Researcher, Department of European Political Studies, the Institute of World Economy
and International Relations of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Egypt After the 2011’s Revolution. Who Will Gain Power:
Generals or Islamists?

116

M. Vidiassova
The second part of the article deals with preconditions and after-effects of the
coup d’état of July 3, 2013 in Egypt, where the military intervened to overthrow the
president-Islamist Mohammed Mursi, to create a transitional government and to
suspend the recently adopted constitution, which have been valid at the first half of
that year. The author also treats persecution of the “Muslim Brotherhood”, which
nevertheless has not lost its strong influence and multiple allies, what is fraught
with new rounds of the Egyptian political turmoil.
Key words: Egypt, Mohammed Mursi, A.F. as-Cici, coup d’état.
About the author: VIDIASSOVA Maria F. – Doctor of Science (History), professor,
Head of the Chair "Oriental Politics", Institute of Asian and African Countries, M.V.
Lomonossov Moscow State University.
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